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jThe Bible in the Public Schools.
.
We print to-dny communications from

htevcral well· known ministers of tho

irospol In Richmond, In which tho much

(mooted question, whether, or not the

Bible should bo rend and taught in the

.¦public schools', is discussed. Tho fact

that thero Is disagreement among the

.ttiinisters thomselvos on this subject is

fcufficient to show that to attempt to

teach the Bible In tho public schools of

¡Virginia would be. to stir up discord and

»trlfe.
-There'is general ngroemont among peo¬

ple of ail religious creeds that In train¬

ing a child, the moral and spiritual na¬

ture should be educated as well as the

tnental nature. But when it comes to

Hie manner and method of Instruction,
trero the difficulty arises, and wo do

liot sec how it is practicable, under our

¡Term of government, to incorporato a

courso of moral and religious instruc¬

tion in'the public school curriculum,
One of our correspondents, a Baptist

hiitiisier, pertinently asks the question,
If religion Is to be taught in tho public
Bc-hools, what form of religion Is it to

he? Another of our correspondents, an

Episcopal minister, answers that It must

ho the Christian religion. Ho thinks

that tho school exercises should open

with a religious service, consisting of

tho Lord's Prayer, the Apostle's Creed,
the Ten Commandmonls and the rending
of selections from the Holy Scriptures.
He argues that no Christian would be

opposed to this sorvice, and that if Jew¬
ish parents should object, they could

keep their children out of the school
room until tho religious services should

be, concluded. But doesn't our friend

scf that this would involve serious dif¬

ficulties? Under such a rule ¿very
toucher In tho public school would be

compelled to conduct tho prescribed re¬

ligious exercises, and the rule, would rer

quire a Jewish teacher to lend In repeat¬
ing: the' Apostle's Croed, although no

Orthodox Jew believes In that .creed.
Nuturally the Jewish teachers would ob¬

ject to conducting auch a sorvice, and
vnder vthe ruie Orthodox Jews would be

cltr.ied the right to teach in the public
schools of the State. Such a rule would

clearly bo In direct, confllct-wlth section
1? of the Virginia Bill of Rights. That
is only one of tho many similar com¬

plications that would arlso under this

plan, but it Is In Itsolf a sufficient ar¬

gument agalns^U. ,

For this au.il Oir-otfier reasons, which
liavo been, time arid again, stated, 'It

eeems to us utterly impracticable for tho

Enito government or the local govern¬
ment to undertako to make and enforce
bard and fast rules In this direction, In¬
cited, religion cannot bo taught by rulo.
The State may make all the rules it

pleases, and teachers mny conform to
the letter of tho rules, but if they do

not believe, heart, and soul, in what they
teach, their teaching becomes a mockery
end a stumbling block. The slip-shop,
careless teacher cannot successfully teach
lessons of system and order; the frac¬

tious, Irritable teacher cannot success¬

fully teach lessons of patience nnd nmlOrv
bility; tho immoral teacher cannot suc¬

cessfully teach morule, nor the irrogu-
Jous teacher religion; and all tho rules
which the State muy make, cannot alter

the fact.
On tho contrary, a teacher cannot but

teach that in which he does bollevo.

Every man's teaching Is tho expression
of his character, tho expression of tho

principles in which ho believes, and by
.which he regulates his fcwn conduct.
And so it is that the neat and pains¬
taking teacher cannot but teach lessons
of neatnesB, caro and method; tho pa¬
tient teacher cannot but teach patience;
the amiable teacher cannot but tench

amiability; tho moral teacher cannot but
teach good morals, nnd tho religious
teacher cannot but tench religion,
Therefore, it seems to us u matter of

far ereilter Importance that our schools
be provided with tho right sort of teach¬
er» than that they bo provided with
iules for moral and religious instruction.

If a teacher Is thoroughly saturated with
the Bible, with the great moral and re-

llgious truths which tho Bible contains,
if a teacher makes tho lilblo his rulo of

corduct, that teacher is going to teach
the Bible to those who aro fortunate
enough to sit at his feet. Give us godly
men und women in our schools, und
whether or not the State makes any

rules on the subject, the children who

»ttend school will surely receive moral
end religious instruction. /

Pass It Along.
If we may Judge from hints which we

receive every now and then from our

readers, there ere many men and wo¬

men who think that the chief office of «

newspaper U to scold, to criticise, to

Iterate, to denounce, to rip thing;« up

UM..biu.'k generally. It J«, indeed, tu«

duty oí tu* tiewtpiipef te condemn wron»«
doiniF, nnd íoñiétlmen It becomes ?ßaß?*

itnry for «vott the tnoet aminole ne««·

imper to speak plainly, und It may seem

harshly, öf tho acte of public men. Bill
tot our part we think humanity need·
praise and encouragement mor· than It
needs bitter denunciation. Praise should
not be bestowed In a spirit of flatter/
where It Ib not deserved, but men and
women who take tho bright view ,?? lffo,
who look out for the good rather than
tho ovil, will find many an opportunity
day by day to bestow .praise and b··
stow It honestly and justly upon those
with whom they come In oontnot. '·

A word of praise every -now and then
Is like cordial to the soul. It le a sort of

luxury, and yet It !s a necessity with
us all. We crave It! we work for Iti w·

look for It. If wo got It, It Is most grate¬
ful to our feelings and puts new life Into
our offorte; If wo never receive any

word of condemnation, wo are apt to

think thnt effort Is not worth while, and

when a man comes to that pass ho ill

on tho verge of despair.
Tho boy. or girl who Is working over

dllllcult probloms at school noods a word

of encouragement from parents and

teacher, and encouragement received
day by day helps In the solution of

school problems.
Tljo mothor of tho family, toiling day

and night in thq discharge of her house¬

hold duties, needs an affectionate Word

of encouragement from tho husbandwhen
ho loaves In the morning for his work¡
nnd ho needs tho word of encouragement
from her. A little praise tl/us bestowed
upon the wife pubs gladness Into her

heart and a song Into her mouth and

makes drudgery 'become a labor of lovo;
and the word- from her husband send·
him off to business with marrow in hi*

bones and Joy In his soul.
A word of pratso from employer to em1·

ployo begets good will and an Interest,
that could not othorwise be, In the work
of tho toller.
And wo believe that those preachers

who dwell more upon lovo than they do

upon damnation; who encourage mem¬

bers of their congregation in tholr ef¬

forts to do right, will accomplish far

more for the good of, humanity and the

causo of religion than those preachers
who continually find fault and do nothing
for tho sinner but dangle him over the

scorching coals,
Pass along tho word of praise and be

generous. with ,your commendations,
FralEO Is twice blest"; It blesses him who

gives as well as him who receives.

The County Courts.
County mass meetings have been held

throughout the Stato to oxpross tho

sense of the pooplo in respect to the

change in.· tho Virginia judiciary system,
which takes place to-morrow, and to put
on record their appreciation of the retir¬
ing judges.
It speaks volumes In favor of the coun¬

ty judges, that there has been an un¬

broken chorus of praise for them. It

is an unquestionable fact that Virginia
has been well served by them. Tho

chango mode by the Constitutional Con¬

vention was because of the unsatisfac-
toriness of the system; the personnel
was not In question, for, with few ex¬

ceptions, the county judges havo been

ptpulor men. As for "the County
Court," it camé to us from colonial days
.first as a bench of justices and then,
in post helium times, with a man learn¬

ed in tho law to constitute it.and the

abandonment of It, in favor of tho now

Circuit Court system, marks a conspicu¬
ous epoch in the judiciary history of the

Old Dominion.
The Times-Dispatch wishes it could

find room for full reports of the proceed¬
ing taken at the various courthouses,
when tho voice of tho peoplo was heard

in this matter; but it has been and still

Is unable to do so, We have published
outlines of the resolutions adopted, but

could not' make space for them entire.

Many of them woro productions ot high
literary merit.many recltod Interesting
historical facts.but they would have

fllïed room in our colmuns beyond our

means to bestow, having in view the de¬

mands upon us for current news. So

.wo 'respectfully omitted tho full toxts

of the resolutions, and por forco, con¬

tented ourselves with referring to them

briefly";
Tho sentiment of tho country peo¬

ple seems to bo widespread, and deep-
rooled, that "court day".that Is to say

the monthly gathering of people at the

courthouse for business and social rea¬

sons.should not be permitted to die out

utterly, and already many plans have
been laid to continue them. That is a

.hing each community will adjust to eutt

itself and Its wants, and we wish the

movement well,
Bo .bore's an affectionate farewell to

the County Court and a hearty welcome

for the new system.

The Impending Conflict.
In last Sunday's Issue wo submitted

some remarks on Russia und the United

States, expressing the opinion that, soon¬

er or later, there would corno a conflict,

a fight to the finish, botwoon these two

undeveloped and aggressivo nations, th-

ono representing the principle of the

man for tho government, tho other the

government for the man; the one repre¬
senting paternalism, the other individual¬
ism, ßlnce then we have stumbled upon
tho following observation by do Tocque.
villo, the celebrated French statesman

nnd writer;
.. The time will thorofore come when oii3

hundred and fifty mlWIone of men wll| be

living in North America, equal In con¬

dition, the progeny of one race, owing
thi'er rrlgln to the same cause, and pre¬
serving the same civilization, the same
hi ? g in.ye, the »ame religion, the eame
habile, tho same manners, and Imbued
with the same opinions, propagated un»

der tho san.e forms. The rqst is uncer¬
tain, but this Is certain; and It Is a fact
new to the world.a fact fraught with
such portentous consequences as to baffle
tho efforts even of the Imagination.
There are;-at the present time, two

great natl.ne in the world, which eoetn
to tend toward the »am« end, although
they etariod iron, different point», I
allude to the Ruesiau and the American.
Both ot them have grown up unuottoed;
and whllo the attention ot mankind was
directed slatywhere, they have »uddenl;/
lueura.a » mo« prominent £]*$« twHvj

the nations! and tho world Wanted then'
oxletfence ntid their greatness at almost
tito samo lime,
AU other natldns soémed to have nearly

reached their natural limits, and only to
be charged with tl» maintenance of their
poweri but these tire still In tho act of
growth!, all the others avo stopped, or

cuhtlnue to advnheo with oxtromo diffi¬
culty! thoso aio proceeding with ease

and with colerlly along a path to which
tho human eye aan assign no term. ïho
American- struggles against the naturili
obstacles which oppose him! tho adver¬
saries of.the Russians f.re men! tho for¬
mer combats tho wilderness and snvage
llfo¡ the "latter civilisation with all Its-
weapons tthtl its arts; the conquests of
the one. are therefore gained by tho
plowshare!, those of tho other by tho
sword, The Anglo-American relies upon
personal Interest to,accomplish his ends,
apd gives freo scope to tho ungulded
exertions end common senso of tho citi¬
zen! tho Russtrin centers nil tho nuthor-
fty of sOCláty in ? sing!« arm! tho prin¬
cipal Instrument of tho former Is free¬
dom; of· the latter, servitude, Their
starling, point is dlfforont, and their
courses aro not the snmo¡ yet onch of
thorn seems to bo marked out by tho
will of heaven to sway the destinies of
half .the globe.
In 1831 de Tocqueville was sent by

his government to the United States to

study our penitentiary systom. Whllo
here he made copious notos, and when
ho returned he wrote "B-emocrnoy fn
America,'· a book which greatly added
to his fame. It Js from this work that
the above extract Is taken. His observa¬
tion was made nearly seventy-three yoars
ago, but present conditions', so far from
detracting from their prophetic signifi¬
cance, malto thorn all the more Impres¬
sive. There aro moro signs than evor

that a death struggle between those two

nations, so radically different, is com¬

ing by and by.

Lower Tax Returns.
The average oity government would do

well not to rely ,upon next year's returns
on personal property bolng what they
were in 1D03.
In Philadelphia, for instanco, thoro has

been a. big drop onroturns which relate
to money lent on mortgnges, Judgments,
promlsory notes and bonds and stockB.
Inleed, newspapers say the wholo list

shows a "remarkable falling off" In com¬

parison with last year's valuations, atten¬
tion, being called particularly to Thomas
Dolan's return. This Is $2,134,500, agalnbt
$4,662,700 for last year!-We aro told other
cuts are not so conspicuous, but that
they show a general scaling down In

personal fortunes.
The smash in values of distinctively

Philadelphia'stocks, like Superior and tho

Asphalt Issues, Is held responslblo for tho

drop In tax returns ..In Philadelphia.

Feed the Birds.
Unless people who Ilvo In the country,

or on tho suburbs of cities and towns,

feed the birds during Buch weather as

we havo had lately, our feathered friends

will suffer much and die In groat num¬

bers, we havo no doubt.
Yes, food them, at least while there is

snow on the ground, and to this end

city sportsmen of means would do well

to remember that contributions from

them would be very acceptable.

'"Early Family Life."
(Selected for Tho Tlmes-DlspatchO

''And Abel was a keeper of sheep.".
Gen., iv:2.
Wo here begin the family register of

the world, and It opens very awkwardly.

Adam, Eve and Cain were living a sad,

narrow Ufo in »some placo not now

discovered. A dull life it was, truly.

The old people disgraced, the young man

with no companions, gioomy and apart.
?Gß sole occupation was a crude knowl¬

edge of gardening. No' newspapers, no

telegraph, no politics, no theatres, "ho

public houses. What would you think

ot thal7 Cain lived under a cloud of

unhappy memories, and day by day grew

more moody.
When Abel was born, ho came almost

without a welcome from the heartbroken
and saddened mother. And Adam put
him into a new business, us no more

gardeners were needed. You know what

became of Abel?.Cain klllod him, as

many older sons are trying to· kW their

younger brothers to-day. Thoso who

have been sometimes In possossfon do

not like to bo disturbed. Cain was not

entirely wanting in rollglon. Ho did go

to tho unroofed church somollmes. but

so grudgingly, so coldly, so unwillingly,
that It was no church for him. Ho be¬

grudged the, few roots or fruits that he

took Just as wo begrudge tho weekly
offering. Therefore, God lot him take?
them homo agal'n! God will take nothing
from your unwllilng hand or cold heart.
Ho loves a cheerful glvor. He will take
two mites, He will tuko a cup ot cold

water. Ho will take a box ot ointment,
if given with loving gladness; but nono

of your grudging, none.of your dropping
in. a nickel as if it wer© a fortune! It

must be free, open, joyous. Then the

flro will come down ih bissino and take

book to heaven tho gift of your lovo.
Abo!.was religious In the highest sense.

He gave the bost ho had, with un open

heart, and of him it might bo said, "Of
such Is·tho kingdom ot heaven."
'Brothers uro not necessarily akin, for

the greatest contrasts aro sometimes
seen between brothers. Remember that,
It will holp you all through life. Tbeso
two brothers are utter strangers to each
othor.
The tbhig is reasonable enough; tho

heavon-famlly, m ato ita hearings, is one;

but in fact and detail many. Wo Uve

in flats and think that tlw flat has no

connection with another. This Is our

foolish and our ruinous mistake.
Your brother may be in the noxt room.

Your mate.heart may be a strongor you
have not yet seen. Cain and Abel were

not allke-not ev.^n kin in the largest
sense. Cain did things with bis hand;
Abel with his heart. Cain flung his
gifts at you, and If yo* did not catch
them the more pleased was he. Abel
gave them with a hearty love and was

eorry he had not more to give.
So. Cain kllied Abel, and will kill him

to the end of the world. Hi's hatred i$
«o bitter that death alone will satisfy
him.
The man who lost the prlwi for which

,, W· easay. w«m .written will km ¿h,« mau

SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ OR
TAUGHT IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS?

Answered by
, REV. ROBERT STRANGE, t>. D.,

Rector of St. Paul's Protestant Episcopal Cluti'ch.

REV. M. ASHBY JONES,
Pastor of Leigh Street Baptist Church.

(
REV. EbWARD N. CALISCH, D, D

Rabbi of.Beth Altaba.

REV; H. E. JOHNSON, D. D.
Pastor of Laurel Street Methodist Church.

REV, RUSSELL CECIL, D, D.,
Pastor of,the Second Presbyterian Church.

INCULCATE RELIGION,
Rev. 'Robert Strange, D. D.

I think the Bible ought to bo used in
tho public schools, and I think atecthat
reMglon ought to bo inculcated Inore, ^
It Is generally accepted In the Un M

States that It Is the duty of tho Sta o

to educate all her children, and that in
order, to-perform thnt duty. «»¦-> ·>«"» .

right to tax a man lo maintain u

schools of the State, it ho have no ct-
dron himself, or even If Ho send hi»

children to private schools and pay for

thorn there. Tho reason for this is no

tho philanthropic ono that It s good fot

every child to have an etînca-tlon. Uut It

la tho political reason that the education
or tho chlMren is necessary to tho wel¬

fare of tho State; that Ignorance Is a

menace to the Stale.
Now. morality Is more necessary to

the welfare of the State than education,
wickedness moro ot a monaco than Igno¬
rance. .... ,.!.)
Therefore, If the State has the right

to uso every, honest means to teach tho

Intellect of hor children, surely sho Has

the right to use every legitimate means

to train the heart und conscience of her

children to-trahi them '»to the moral¬

ity so n'ocossary for her safety and pro-
cress '

I think that nearly all thoughtful men

will, agree with Washington, that the

great means for training our citizens Into

high morality is religion; that, in. fact,
into religion is the very basis of good
morals.' The experience of mankind has

proved that religion, and religion alonoi
furnishes tho adequate motive for ri£Bt-
eousness-for public and privato morality.
But what religion ? Why. tho Christian

religion. We must frankly and stoutly
maintain what is the ¡dmp'e fact, that
this country of ours Is a Christian coiin.

try; Christianity has been tho uplifting
moral force in the growth, extension and

progress of Anglo-Saxon civilization. It
is to-day tho religion of nlno-tonths of
our people' who have any religion at all.
It underlies our Institutions, It permeates
our customs, it pervades our laws, it

purifies our nuuiners.
Congress recognizes that fact by ap¬

pointing chaplains In tho army and navy.
Tho preamble of our famous statuto of
roli'gious liberty seems to mo to refer to
Christ as tho "Ho'.y Author or our reli¬
gion." The religious section of tho Bill
of Rights speaks of "Christian .forbear¬
ance." ,

While we freely give to every man com¬

pleto and full religious llborty to believe
or not' believe in God, to believe or not
believe ih Christ, yet wo must frankly
and fearfcssly say: "We, as a people,
believe In God and Christ; wo believe
Hint that faith ha.s done much, to mako
us what wo are, and we will train up our

children In-that faith."
"Now, then," we may bo asked, "ac¬

cording to what church or phase or sect
of the Christian roligion will you incul¬
cate Christianity?;,' Ah! ho who asks this
riuestlon fails to make the very practical
distinction between religion and tho
church Institution which proclaims it;
the Christian roligion and any ono of the
different rcV.glous bodies which claims
to be tho Christian church to-day.
Surely no church establishment can bo

uphold, no sectarian doctrino can bo
taught by the State. There Is no proba¬
bility.I hud almost said possibility.of
a union between tho State and any
church system In this country. But tho
great fundamental truths of the Chris¬
tian religion, on which all the churches
or societies are founded, pervade and
Christianize the State.
There are a few greal^ truths which arc

common to every Christian church, to
which they nil assent, independent of nny
distinction, doctrine or theory; such ns,
God the Creator and Father of all; Jesus
Christ, the Son of God and Redeemer of
man; man's existence after this Ufe: our

accountability to God, to bo rewarded
or punished for tho deeds done In the
body. How would' wo tench these great
central l'doas and common truths of the
Christian tellglpn? I would BUggest this
plan: Immediately after opening tho
school, teachers and pupils recite to¬
gether, first, "Tho Lord's Prayer," to
which every Christian can say a hearty
"amen;" second, tho Apostles' Creed,
the creed of Christendom, a summary of
tho facts of Christianity,, with no theo¬
logical or occloslastfcal theory; third, tho
Ten Commandments, tho,, basis of aM
moral law. Then let the teacher read
from tho Bible for flfteon minutes, mak¬
ing no comment on. what Is read. Nega¬
tively, this Is not opposed to the Bill of
Rights or tho statuto of religious lib¬
erty; no Christian can honestly object
to what Is said.or read; i'f tho Hebrew
objects, let him keep his children at
home a half hour later.

Positively, this would toach tho elements
of tho Christian religion to many chil¬
dren who aro taught nothing nt homo nnd
who do not go to church or Sunday
school. This would associato in tho
minds of the growing children. God and
righteousness with montai training, and
would make' them realize day by day
that It Is just as nocessary to know
and obey God as it Is to learn to read and
write.

ß^J±J2jh>~**f
READ BUT NOT TEACH,

Rev. M. Ashby Jones
In reply to your request for a state-

ment of my views In regard to "the rend¬
imi and teaching 0* tl»° Blb,°

In Ilio public schools,'· I shall
confino myself to a mero state¬
ment of thoso vlows, as your spaco would
not admit of un nrgumont In'support'óf
them ut this time, / ;'
Utifoss objection should bo raised'by

others, I should certainly ru Isa nqno to
what Is at present very largely Ilio
practice In our cities of reading without
comment from certain portions of tho
Bible at the opening of tho school ses¬
sions. So long us this custom' Is hot
compulsory, put purely voluntary, I cun-

not seo that It violates any principio.
On the other hand, I am earnestly op-

ppsod' to the proposition to "teach tho
Bible In our public schools." Tho pub¬
lic sohbol ls_ ? branch of our Slitto gov¬
ernment, Tlio Blblo Is cssonllnlly a book
'Of religion. To teach tho Blblo hi to
teach religion. Tho public school tener*
Ing the Blblo Is tho Stato government
teaching religion.' As nn American .'.citi¬
zen (and especially as a Virginian), I bo.
llevo that It Is not tho function of tho
Stato to teach religion. ?? a believer In
the religion of Christianity I am con¬

vinced that tho Interests of my religion
are always endangered when It's princi¬
ples arc sought to be propagated by tho
ofllclul machinery of tho government. It
has always proven tho worst forpi of
paternalism In government, und ut the
samo limo tho most Inefficient method
for the advancement of the- Kingdom1 of
Heaven on earth.
Should wo decide that our public schools

arc to teach tho Blblo as.a part of tholr
curriculum, some sorious dldlcultles will
fuco us. Let me simply stalo them for
consideration. A teacher must bo pre¬
pared to teach all of her subjects of In¬
struction. Her qualifications uro ascer¬

tained by-examinations prepared by tho
school oillclals. Surely If slio\must provo
by examination her qualifications to
teach geography, ehe must bo thorough¬
ly examined ns to her qualification to

teach religion,' Then wo must-'decido what
religion she ,1s to ¿eaehj ..If.,It ,1s to
bo tho Christlun religion,, thbn
wo must 'haye. .a definition of
Christianity, ·which Is to bo tlio stand¬
ard by which "tlio examinations avo to

bo judged. Who Is to .write this defini¬
tion? Shall It be dono by tho school
boards of'our'towns and'counties and
distriate? Aro-we willing to trust them
with "tlils' delicate work? Shall lilla de¬
finition vary. with the different views
of tho communities, or nhull there be one

standard made for tho whole State? Shall
the Stato Board of .Education perform
this .task, or hhd It best bo given Into
the hands of the Legislature, with Its
committee hearings, report, first, second
and third readings, Signature of the Gov¬
ernor, and final enactment Into stattiuo?
The versatile editor of drio'of our leading
dailies' has already selected the portions
of· the Biblo'·' which ho would have
studied. He might add to ,our many obli¬
gations to him by contributing an in¬

terpretation of these passages which
would furnisl; the needed 'standard of
instruction. For it musi be remembered
that mere reading without comment Is

not teaching, else tho only equlp'ment^for
the office" of teacher Would bo some

simple elocutionary' preparation. Of
course, this Involves the questlon'of text
book. While the' good humored liberality
(possible lack -of- familiarity· with the
two versions) of. na honored editor sees

no difference between the I_atln vulgato
and King James's version, there are thou'·
sands, both Catholics anil Protestants, in
this old State, whose most sacred senti¬
ments and deathless beliefs would be
Involved in a choice between the two.

I object to this proposition on the old
ground that It must· of necessity bo à
violation of tho right of the freedom
of conscience of a largo ; number' of our

citizens. I have' not yet been brought to

see that these questions :can 'be settled
by majorities. The majority may right¬
ly curb tho religious practices of ? por¬
tion of the people which It holds to be

detrimental to the safety or moral char¬
acter of the whole people. But that ma¬

jority has no right to retaliate by forcing
these same peoplu either to accept; teach,
or pay for tho support of teaching the
religious beliefs of tho majority when
they would be a violation of Ihelr con¬

sciences.
Should these matters depend upon a

majority voto, our political campaigns
might easily be transformed into the
fiercest religious battles. It seems easy
to «omo of us lo forco a Hebrew to

teach or support tho teaching of the
doctrino of tho Divinity of Christ, out

these same people would not relish tho
idea of being taxed' for tho support of
a Hebrew to teach that our Lord was

noi divino. ,

I.may 'ho pardoned for saying that I

am convlncod that this proposition has

grown out of some confused thinking on

tl.o subject of education. AVo all now1
rightly hold that education In Its broadest,
view, Is tho development of tho whole
man, body, mind and character; that a

man Is not educated In tlio highest sonso

without religious training, But before we

jump to tho conclusion thnt tho school
house must, theroforo, furnish religious
Instruction, wo must remember that the
school houso is only a part of our groat
educational systom. Neither Is It the
most lmportnnt part. Tho homo, the
church, and the social world, -with Its un¬

written constitution, are ncodod for a

completo conception of our educational
equipment. Tho teaching of tho Bible in

tho sohool houso, or not teaching It at
ull, is not tho question nt Issuo. Tho
school house has its well defined part In
this great work of education, for which
wo aro striving all tho time tho bettor
to adapt It. But, by the way of limita·
lions of human nature, and tho organiza¬
tion of our social systom, tho school
houso cannot perform ?>f wholo task,

RollgloUs teaching and training Is essen¬
tially tlio function of tile homo nnd the
church. To divido tholr rosponslhlllty with
tho Slate would bo to weaken tholr sonso
of obligation and vlUato tholr efflclonoy.
In conclusion, I cannot seo that thorn Is

.any nood buck of this demand. Tho
.charge that our public schols aro "cod¬
iceli " has boon dlsprovon ovor and over

again. Tho recent canvass by tho Outlook
of tho collega presidents of tho country
brought back ??10 overwhelming verdict
thnt tho public school scholars who en¬

tered collego were of as high, character
and as well trained In religious principios"
as tho students from tho church' and
private schools.
That there Is ncod for an over' in¬

creasing earnestness and efficiency. In the
teaching of the principles and promisus
of the Old Book, 1 agree to with all the
emplmsts of my heart's slncorcst amonl
But that means, there Is an obligation
testing upon the borne and tho church
far greater thun wo havo over .mot, or

even recognized. When the day shall
como thnt our homes and our churches
aro as consistent, constant nnd efficient
In doing our work ns tho public schools
(as far from porfoct as they aro) In
doing tholrs, tho watchman on tho tower
will cnlch sight of tho flush of the dawn
of that day, when the kingdoms of this
world shall melt Into tho kingdom of
our Lord and Master.

3d. ASHBY JONES.

LET US KEEP STEP,
Rev. H. E. Johnson, D. D.

Tho education of our children Is one

of tho most serious responsibilities, of
life.' Now, tho child possesses a three¬
fold 'naturo: Physical, mental, moral and

unless tho edticatlon embrace each of

these, It Is only partial, and remains
defective.
Education' consists of" training and in¬

formation,' and in view of Its influence

on the. human life, In tlmo^ and In

eternity, its elements should bo of tho

highest' order and' droiVn from tho

purest source. Even tho enemies of the

Blule.those of thorn who aro sane.ad¬
mit that as literature the Bible etands
on the highest sholf. Is not Moses ns

icnlly a historian as Macauly, or Lulto
ns truly as Llvy? Does Shakespeare un¬

derstand human nature better than Solo-
iron? Is the philosophy of Plato su¬

perior to that of Paul, or the poetry of
Milton sublimer than that of Isaiah?
AVhcnce did tho Puritan mind of New
England derive Ils might? or tue |
cbtvnlrlc heart of the Southern cavalier
Its honor? What cement gave to the
foundations .of old England their solid¬
ity,· or whjenco did Scotland's metaphy¬
sical blade ncquiro its .keenness?
Tho Bible Is tho, secret mainspring of

each. the. Corliss engine, amid the mctv-

tal activities of the age* since Its eman¬

cipation?
¦If: now we turn to the moral naturo
oí tho child and undertake to train and
inform, the conscience,¦ to write hoforo
.the j eye of the soul that mighty word,
"Ought,"what other book shall wo use?
Whero Bhnll wo find ethical Instruction
equal to that contained in tho Sermon
on the Mount? Or a voice that will
arouse a torpid. conscience save the
voice of Him who "tnught as one having
authority?*'
If education sharpen only the Intel¬

lect, while the moral nature be untrained,
we graduate candidates for scats in the
State prison.
Why lose time dealing with a sporadic

case of atheism? Why resurrect tho

ghost of an Issue that has been dead a

century arid" a'quarter, and marshal, it
to march through our'streets to tho mu¬

sic of an instrument of one string?
Tho world .moves,. I^et. tho Old Do¬

minion keep step with Its onward march.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES. ?

Rev, Russell Cecil, D. D.
In answer to your request I cheerfully

submit a few thoughts to your readers

on tho burning question of tho Bible In

the public schools. At tho outset' I am

compelled to say that I do not find, my¬
self In agreement with the position of

my friend, tho'Rev. Dr. Hawthorne, Tho

argument' presented by him proves too

much, and, therefore, like cvory other

logical fallacy, is powerless. The princi¬
pio of tho absolute separation of State
nnd church, ns announced and defended
by him In his published sermon, If push¬
ed to Its legltlmute conséquences, would-
be prohibitivo of religious exorcises In
connection with any governmental func¬
tion. No placo Is loft fòr tho adminis¬
tration of oaths to publia official», or

In courts of justlco, nor for the offering
oí prayers at the opening of. the two
he uses of Congress and in State Legis¬
latures, nor for tho appplntment of

chaplains·,ln the army and navy. Now,
obviously tho. founders of our govern¬
ment, in their determined offort to re¬

lease tho State from ecclesiastical en¬

tanglements, did not contemplato a pro¬
hibition of all religious exorcises In con¬

nection with the public performance of
civil duties, and they did not apprehend
that civil llborty was in nny wlso endan¬

gered by an official recognition of God
by tho State, Had they done so, no pro¬
vision would havo boon mudo for tho ap¬

pointment and support of chaplains in
various departments of the government.
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Moreover, they do not appear to have,
had',In. mind in,tho discussion to which
Dr. "Hawthorne refers, tho conduct ot
publia schools, rind therefore did not
ii\tend that the principles of civil govern¬
ment, which they wore, advocating,
should bo applied as he ondoavors to ap¬
ply them.' Tho'matter of public school»
was left to the Individual States with
full liburl.y of contro!, under tho Con¬
stitution. It has noli yot bcon found,
even after more than a century's experi¬
ence, that the uso of tho Bible In1· our
schools Is contrary to tho Constitution
ot tho United Slates,
But there Is a deeper view of this

subject. The Stato Is a divino Institu¬
tion, as well as tho church. "For thcro
Is no power but of God; the power« that
bo uro ordained of Ood." The officer la
"a minister of God to thee, for good"
(Horn. 13:1-5). [ an» not of those who
behove that our government, either na¬
tional or State, Is a pagan institution,
I know that, historically, It lias grown
out of a Christian civilization, and that
the men who constructed it imbibed their
ideas and convlctlohs of liberty and right
from the study of the Holy Scrip· res.

II Is preposterous, therefore, to Ihlnk ot
destroying tho foundations upon which
It rests. It Is Impossible in a body poll-
tic, boasting of such an origin, to pro-
servo on absolute and perfect separation
of church and State. The two institu¬
tions arc oompoBcd, in largo measure,
of the same constituents; they have
flourished in this country, side by side,
for years, and to a degree mutually de¬
pendent ????? each other. Tho church
Is compelled to. recognize the Slate as

t!ie governing, law-making and protect¬
ing power, and tho State is compelled to

recognize the church In Its right to hold
property., to conduct public worship, nnd
to do educational and ci.urltablo work,
and must enact laws for its protection.
Because, forsooth, on tho one hand, wo

ronudlat« tho Anglican error that tho
Stato should control the church, und
on tho other, the Roman error that tho
church should control the State; It does
not follow thnt wo must assume tho Im¬

possible position that the State cannot
officially know the church, nor tho
church offlclully know the State.
Of course, our common schools should

bo opened wltl^ religious exercises; the

reading of the Holy Scriptures nnd

pruyers. Because our school tesichers «re

compensated out of the State Treasury,
It docs not follow that their religious
liberty Is thereby abbreviated, and they
are prohibited from beginning tho labors
of tho day with divine worship, and be¬
cause our children attend upon Stato
schools, which wo ourselves aro taxed
to support, it does not follow that they
are to be denied tho privilege of engag¬
ing in religious service In connection
with their educational advantages.

I do not enter upon the question of the
value of the Bible In the training of

youth. If It Is not priceless, then th<*

very civilization, under which we live
and enjoy tho rights and privileges of

liberty and happiness. Is a myth and a.

sham. For, If th«To Is anything that en¬

ters Into the very warp and woot of
I our Institutions, and gives them their
I character and power, It Is tho truth of
? the Holy Scripture It colors them as

I the sunshine does tho rose; It sustains
them as food docs the physical frame.
Shall tho State, then, that presumes to

educate Its youth for tho duties of citi¬
zenship, deny them that mental and
moral pabulum by which our best citi¬
zens have always been and aro still
being mado?

t/^r^-rf;^r*-^¿i

VIOLATES, CONSTITUTION,
Rev. E. ?. Caliseli, D. D.

I nm decidedly opposed to tho reading
of tho Blblo in tho publie schools. The

Constitution of tho United States, and,

consequently, of enoh State, provides that
no appropriation ehall be made for the»

maintenance or support of any form of

religious belief, The reading ot the Blblej
In a violation of the Constitution, when

dono in any Institution supported by
public moneys, It Is the first step toward
the union ot church and State, whoso

separation Is the necessary condition o<
our republic's welfare and Individual free*,

dorn.
Tito ono thing of which Jefferson wag

proud to have been the author was tho
statuto of religious liberty as embodied
in tho. Bill of ..Rights. Tho sanctioned
reading ot tho Bible In tho publie school·

would be a- distinct nullification of that
statute,.

whose essay was accepted. Ho will snoor

at him, and a snuor may ho a murdor.
Tho man who lost the election will kill

tho man who got it. Ho will shrug his

shoulders when tho name Is mentioned,
and a shrnjr may bo homi'clde.·
Somo people are very curious to know

tho .«act nature of the sacrifico offered
by these two brothers. But the real quos-
tion is whit was the motive; what the

desire, nnd what the heart with Which

they approached God?
It Is forciver true that God abhors tho

sacrlfirv, where the heart is not found.
If you wish to understand aright Cain's

condition of heart, you will find It in the

servios lio protended to render.
You will know a mw best out of

church. Tho minister pees tfitf bost side

of a man, the lawyer tho worst, tho phy¬
sician the reaW Cal» WW We WW

When church was over, nnd so that Is tho

real measure of Cain's piety.
You will bo Judged by schedule, not

by ilio sentiment. Do not trouble your

heads about the details of that first

sacrifico, but remonibor it is required of
us "to do justly, have mercy and walk
humbly with our God." "If thou doest
well, thou shalt he accepted, and If not,
sin lleth at the door."
Contrast this first family, where un-

l.applnoss, envy and murder made their
abode, with Hint other humble family
In Nuzarcth, whore pouce and obodl'onco
and love rnado tholr dwelling. Seo
what mlsory und grief comes from shi,
and what Ufo and peace flows from the

gospel.

Jf "Mr. Bryan doesn't heat the Pepjq-
crátlo party this year it .will not bo

beaten..Petersburg Jndex.Appeal,
That is tho most comprehensive and

significant arrnlßpmeijt of Mr. Bryan
that we have over seen; and It ought
to becomo a party slogan, "If Mr. Bryan
doesn't beat the Democratic party this

year, It will rot bo 'beaten." ?\'? firmly
believe It, Pass It On. ' '· "

Senator Simmons is being praised In

North Curollna for favoring tho Panama

treaty, and In Virginia.' Senator Daniel
is being lauded for opposing it, and Vir¬
ginia and North Carolina are near neigh¬
bors,

S'orno muttonhoßded idiot Is going to

como along now and put slolgh cuttors

on an autompblle, and why not?

We have called It a bUz.nrd as a mat¬

ter of-courtesy,· pu«· tb»'»U«.V l» tb«r·

noVer was a hllzzard.ln Virginia, Th·
genuine· blizzard is solely a northwest¬
ern, produce I

"Peanuts, they tell us.^iTtTboomlng to an
extent that.almost keeps pace with cot¬
ton. Now, If pink lemonade gets out oí
roach next summer, what will be the um
of haying a. circus?

It Is truo'that walkingirnot quite so

good as It was last. Sunday, hut all the
same, there Is no good reason why th·
churches should not be well filled to¬

day. ¦--.

Hard Is ???1?"G"?71?"?G"????*·? hors·,
but then his hard time does not com·

t ften |n good old Virginia.
Between The" coroner's" Jury and th·

higher court, Mayor Harrison got quit·
? iot of free »4v»rttel»»,. ·'.'


